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The Società Canterini Romagnoli of Ravenna – Pratella Martuzzi Choral Group 
was formed in 1961 to collect, maintain and pass down the folklore of Romagna 
and cultural-recreational activities in general which in modern times tend to 
disappear. 
 
The driving force behind the society is the Choral Group, consisting of 6 mixed 
sections with a total of 44 Canterini (singers), which has contributed to the 
purpose of the society with the recording of 7 discs, 4 of which under the 
direction of Maestro Bruto Carioli, the first volume directed by Maestro Alberto 
Frabetti and 2 volumes under the direction of Maestro Matteo Unich. 
 
For cultural exchange with other cities, choral concerts have been given 
throughout Italy and also abroad (on average 25-30 concerts each year). 
Numerous concerts have been given at Chartres in France, at Speyer and 
Ostalbkreis in Germany, at Chichester in England, in Poland, Yugoslavia and 
Spain. 
 
The Choral Group has taken part in radio and television shows, the sound track 
of the film “Passatore”, a Christmas show for the Italian Broadcasting 
Corporation (RAI), Romagna delle valli for Channel 5 and Domenica del 
Villaggio for Rete4. 
 
It is a tradition of the Choral Group to take part at Ostia Antica each year at the 
end of November in the celebrations in memory of the Scariolanti Romagnoli 
(labourers from Romagna who moved earth in barrows) who worked in the land 
reclamation along the coast near Rome. 
 
The Choral Group has also taken an active part in the staging of no less than 33 
editions of La Rumâgna int e’tu cör (Romagna in your heart) an event that 
concerns the Ravignano (a person from Ravenna) back in his city of origin on 
the occasion of the Christmas festivities, in the hope of bringing a little 
Christmas cheer to everyone.They have made an equally active contribution to 
the summer event Trebbo dei Canterini Romagnoli, now in its 33rd edition, 
which has hosted famous personages and choral groups of great talent. 
Another initiative of the Society, aimed at maintaining and presenting folklore to 
an increasingly wide public, is the biannual Songs of Romagna Competition 
(11th edition).  
 
The great interest shown has resulted in the start of choral singing courses, with 
linguistic study of the song texts in the dialect of Romagna, offered since 2002 
in the schools of the Municipality and Province of Ravenna. This scheme has 
become a part of the annual activities of the Society and every year involves 
500-600 schoolchildren. 
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The Choral Group has been directed with sensitivity and passion successively 
by: Bruto Carioli, Angelo Creonti, Alberto Frabetti, Ultimo Bellini and Eugenio 
Gramantieri. 
 
At the moment Maestro Matteo Unich directs the performance of the entire 
traditional repertoire of the Old and New Romagna 
 
A new group has been formed with the name Minicanterini Romagnoli Pratella-
Martuzzi directed by Maestro Matteo Unich. 
 
 
 
 


